TEXT: James 1:26

SUBJECT: Bridled Tongue #11: Witnessing


Today, with God’s blessing, we’ll continue our study of The Bridled Tongue.  To “bridle your tongue”—you know—means to control what you say, how you say it, and when.   The Lord wants you to control what you say and warns that, if you don’t, your “religion is empty”.  

Thus far, we’ve looked at several qualities of bridled speech.  Every word that comes out of your mouth ought to be true, kind, wholesome, timely, humble, and brave.  Then, we explored some good things to talk about.  Though the Lord lets us discuss almost anything, He is especially happy when He hears us praising Him, giving thanks, and talking to each other about godly things in a godly way.   Now, we move on to a fourth thing we’d do well to talk about more than we do, and that is Evangelism (or, witnessing).  

WHAT IS EVANGELISM?


“Evangelism” comes from a Greek word which we translate “Gospel” or “Good news”.  Pagan writers used it to describe the birth of a son or a victory in war or recovery from illness, and so on, but in the Bible it means Good news from God.


If the Good News is good, you ought to present it with enthusiasm.  You’re disappointed when people reject it, of course, but their unbelief does not take the goodness out of the good news.  And it must not rob you of your joy in the Gospel.  Remember, you’re not announcing a funeral, but proclaiming

“Life from the dead”.

It is good news we have from God--“Glad tidings of great   joy”.  


If it’s Good News, it must be about something.  The Gospel is not a stew of warm feelings, fuzzy ideas, personal experiences, with a dash of morality and a pinch of good manners.  No, it’s a report of What Happened—what really happened in space and time.   And what’s that?  I Corinthians 15 sums it up,  

“Moreover brethren, I declare to you the Gospel…

That Christ died for our sins according to the

Scriptures, that He was buried, and that He

Rose again on the third day, according to the

Scriptures”.

The Gospel tells us who Jesus of Nazareth is—“Christ”, that is, the Man chosen by God to save His people from their sins.

It goes on to say what Christ did—“died, was buried, and rose again on the Third Day”.  


It also tells why He did these things—“for our sins”, not for His sins, for He had none, but in the place of sinners, He suffered the punishment of God and rose from the dead to bring us to life.  


Finally, it explains how we know what He did and what it means—“according to the Scriptures”.  In other words, though we have the testimony of honest men to listen to and the empty tomb to look at and changed lives to think about, and so on, we’re not dependent on these “proofs”.  We have evidence that cannot be refuted or explained away or countered by other things.  What is it?  The Word of God.   We know Who Christ is, what He did, and what it all means because God said so.

Evangelism, therefore, is Good News about Christ and what He has done to save sinners.  That’s what Evangelism is.  Now, we have to ask,  

WHO OUGHT TO EVANGELIZE?


On this question the people of God have been somewhat divided.  Some think evangelism should be pretty much left to “the professionals”, that is, pastors and others who have special gifts and training for it.  Now, it’s certainly true that preachers and other trained men ought to be doing it—even leading the way—but it is not their job alone.  


Every believer has a call to evangelize.  Including the new convert and the older saint who doesn’t know very much or speak very well.  In his book, Tell the Truth, Will Metzger says,

“Evangelism is not just for the super-Christian;

the Bible is clear that all real Christians have

this privilege.  I could have said, `responsibility’,

instead of privilege, but our personal experience

of sovereign and free grace turns duty into love,

responsibility into privilege.  Some may have

gifts that especially suit them to this task—facility

of speech, ease of meeting people, and so on.  Yet if

we think we possess no `gift of evangelism’, we

could come to the false conclusion that we have

no responsibility to witness.  I am not sure what

the `gift of evangelism’ is, but I have a feeling that

with God’s help many people can be gifted in this

area, since all are called to witness”.


That’s what Will Metzger says, but does the Bible back him up?  Of course it does.  I Peter 3:15 commands all believers to “get out the word”,

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts and be

always ready to give an answer to anyone who

asks a reason of the hope that is in you, with

meekness and fear”.

And, in the Early Church they did just that.  When Saul of Tarsus cracked down on the church in Jerusalem, it’s members—but not the Apostles—“Went everywhere preaching the Word” (Acts 8:4).  If you read the history of the Young Church (after the Apostles), you’ll see that its famous men were not evangelists, so much, but theologians, apologists, and martyrs.  Yet the Church—with few professional soul-winners grew at an incredible rate.  Why?  Because all the Lord’s People were soul-winners!  

It is every believer’s duty—and privilege—to proclaim the good news of what God has done for sinners in Jesus Christ!  And that includes you—even if you’re shy or busy or stumble all over yourself when you try to speak.     

WHO OUGHT YOU TO EVANGELIZE?


Everyone in the world ought to hear the good news.  Jesus Christ said, “Preach the Gospel to every creature”.  But that’s not your job.  You couldn’t do it if you wanted to, and the Lord never told you to!  It is not your job to preach the Gospel to everyone in the world.  


Your witnessing duty is hinted at in Galatians 6:10,

“As much as we have opportunity, let us do good

unto all men, especially those who are of the

household of faith”.


The key word is “opportunity”.  I want the Bushman of the Kalahari to come to Christ, of course, but I don’t have the opportunity to bring him.  I can pray for him and support missionaries in that part of the world--but I can’t do it myself.  


What I can do, however is to seize the opportunities I have!   Am I the only one here who knows a lost person?  If you talk to your relatives and neighbors and colleagues and classmates about other things, you could talk to them about Christ.  And not only could you do it--you’re obliged to do it.    


If you know what evangelism is and that it’s your duty to be engaged in it, I have to ask,

WHY AREN’T YOU EVANGELIZING?  


We all have reasons to not witness.  Some of them are understandable, of course, but none of them is justified.  Let me mention to two most common excuses for not witnessing.  


The first is fear—fear of being laughed at, fear of losing a friend, fear of making others “uncomfortable”, and fear of not knowing what to say.  All the fears are real, of course.  In some of us they’re paralyzing.  The only cure for fearing men is fearing God more!  Or, looked at another way, trusting God, (cf. Matthew 10:28, Proverbs 29:25),

“And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot

kill the soul.  But rather, fear Him who is able to

destroy body and soul in hell”.

“The fear of man brings a snare, but whoever

trusts the LORD shall be safe”.


Fear is Evangelism’s most common enemy.  But it’s not the only one.  Another is confusion.  For some Christians, the Doctrines of Grace hinder their witnessing.  When they believed in Free Will, they were out there doing it!  But, when they learned that Salvation is by God’s Choice—and not man’s, they slacked off or quit altogether.  They lost the urgency they once had, and frankly, they didn’t know what to say any more.


Now, what can we say to these dear people?  In the first place, we can say, the doctrines of grace are true.  But, having said that, we can also say, our Lord and the Apostles knew the doctrines of grace but felt no tension between them and evangelism!  Matthew 11:27-28 teaches both the Sovereignty of God in salvation and the Gospel’s Free Offer,

“All things have been delivered to Me by My Father

and no one knows the Son except the Father.  Nor 

does anyone know the Father, except the Son,

and he to whom the Son wills to reveal Him…

Come to Me all you who labor and are heavy

Laden, and I will give you rest”.


Whatever the contradiction is between the Doctrines of Grace and Evangelism, it is only in our minds!  Our Lord didn’t feel it; and apparently, no one even asked Him about it.


When someone called the Apostle Paul on it, his reply was, in effect, Stupid Question!  (cf. Romans 9:20).    


God is sovereign in whom He saves.  And we are responsible to evangelize the lost.  Whether we can square the two—or not.


A third reason some believers don’t witness for Christ is also the most subtle.  They don’t know them.  It seems incredible that anyone living in the Bay Area would not know unsaved people!  But many don’t—not in a personal way, at least.  They don’t meet their neighbors; the people at work they only know on a professional level; they don’t belong to clubs, and so on.  They’d witness to their unsaved friends—if only they had some!  


But, they’re so wrapped up in their families and churches—or so afraid of being polluted by the world, they just don’t know anyone who’s not a Christian.   


What do you do about this?  You break out of the cocoon!  It’s warm and comfortable in there, but you can’t reach the lost until you get out of your own little world and get into theirs!   Meet your neighbors; go out to lunch with someone at work; play golf with a lost man; join a club.  A pastor friend of mine felt he spent almost no time with the lost.  You know what he did?  He joined a bowling league.  And his average was under 100!  He was willing to embarrass himself once a week to reach the lost for Christ.   


And so, if you’re not witnessing much, go to where the lost are!  Don’t worry about what they think of you.  And, don’t worry about the thwarting the sovereignty of God by bringing a non-elect person to faith!  


These are physical, emotional, and intellectual barriers to soul-winning.  But, by the grace and power of Jesus Christ, you can surmount them and be what the Lord wants you to be, and that is a witness.  

HELPS

To help you witness more—and more effectively, let me remind you of some things you already know, but are prone to forget.  

1. You’re not alone.  
When you evangelize the lost, Jesus Christ is with you!  The Great Commission starts with a duty, but ends with a Promise—

“Go, therefore, and make disciples of all nations…

and, lo, I am with you always, even to the end

of the world”.

When preaching or suffering for the Gospel, Paul often felt the Lord’s Presence in ways hard for us to imagine,

“At my first defense, no man stood with me,

but all men forsook me…

Nevertheless, the Lord stood with me and

Strengthened me…”


His experience was not unique to him.  If you read missionary biographies, you’ll see all the great soul winners felt the nearness of the Lord.  If you’ve witnessed very much, you’ve felt the same thing.  


For all their heresy and self-righteousness, the Jehovah’s Witnesses are right on one point: You shouldn’t witness alone!  That’s why they send their people out in pairs.  This is good for us, too, but what’s even better is this: Even when we go alone, we’re not alone, Jesus Christ is with us.  He’s there giving us courage and wisdom and compassion and all the things we need to reach the lost for Him.   The next time you feel scared to speak up or worry about knowing what to say, remember the Almighty and Only Wise God is with you.

2. You don’t have to be a brain to be a good witness for Christ.  
Dr. Martyn Lloyd-Jones was a brilliant man.  Yet he said very few intellectuals are won to Christ by other intellectuals.  Most of them are won by ordinary Christians—people who didn’t have all the answers and couldn’t speak to them on their level.  Why?  Because they didn’t rely on human wisdom, but on the Gospel, which is “the power of God for salvation, to everyone who believes!”


Don’t be intimidated by hard questions or smart people,

“There is no wisdom, or understanding,

or counsel against the Lord”.

“Where is the wise?  Where is the scribe?  Where is

the disputer of this world?  Has not God made foolish

the wisdom of the world?  For since, in the wisdom

of God, the world through wisdom, did not know

God, it pleased God through the foolishness of

The message preached, to save those who believe”. 


Should you study hard, think hard, try to answer questions, and meet unbelieving objections?  Of course you should.  But even when you don’t measure up, the Gospel does.  


Use your brains, but don’t rely on them.  Trust God’s Gospel and Spirit to save the lost.  

3. Unbelievers know you’re right. 
According to Romans 1-2, unbelievers know a lot more than they admit to.  Every one of them knows (1) there is a God, (2) that God is not an idol, (3) that God is eternal, wise, and powerful, (4) that God has a law, (5) that they’ve broken that law, and (6) that they’re going to hell when they die!

Hardly any of them will admit they believe these things, but they do—whether they’ve read the Bible or gone to church or not.  They know these things because 
“God has shown it to them”.

In creation and in their consciences.  When you tell them they need a Savior, they yawn or laugh, but deep down, they know you’re right.  And when you tell them Jesus Christ is that Savior, they say “What about other religions?” but somehow they know you’re right.  Way down inside, they feel,

“There is no other name under heaven given

among men whereby we must be saved”.
How do they know this?  Because they know God and His character, and therefore, they also know the other saviors don’t represent Him.  

This is wonderfully liberating to the witness!  We don’t have to prove there is a God or that men are sinners or that they need a Savior, and so on.  God has already done that for us!   All we have to do is to urge men to face what they already know and respond in repentance and faith.     
    

ONE LAST WORD


There is no better use you can put your words to than witnessing for Jesus Christ.  But remember, the words you speak must be supported by the life your live.  A bad life discredits the best words, while the best words won’t sanctify a bad life.  


If you speak up for Christ, then live for Christ.  And God bless your witness to His glory and the salvation of sinners.  Amen.  

