TEXT: Luke 11:31

SUBJECT: The Attributes of Christ #1: Wisdom


The Lord’s Supper is a visible reminder of our Lord Jesus Christ—of who He is and what He has done.  Most sermons at the Lord’s Table are on His work—and that’s good.  But in preaching the work of Christ for our salvation, we must not forget the Man Himself.  Thus, today, I hope to begin a series of short talks on the Attributes of Christ.  


Now, kids, do you know what attributes are?  They’re the things that make you what you are and not something else.  For example, tall and short are physical attributes; smart and dumb are mental attributes; holy and wicked are spiritual attributes.  


The Lord Jesus Christ is not some vague, fuzzy, hard-to-describe Person.  In fact, He’s the clearest, sharpest, and easiest-to-describe Person in the world.  Not that we can fully describe Him—no one can do that.  But we can say some very definite things about Him.  That’s what the attributes of Christ aims to do.  


Where do you start in describing Him?  Do you start with His holiness or with His love?  With His humility or with His courage?  With His zeal or with His patience?  I’m not sure where to start, but start we will.  


With His wisdom.  

THE MEANING AND PROOF


For the purposes of today’s meditation, I’ll define wisdom as knowledge put to good use.  You can know a great deal, but if you don’t use your knowledge—or if you use it badly—you’re a fool and not wise.  


No one knew more than the Lord Jesus Christ.  Even at twelve years old, He was amazing the theologians of Israel with His knowledge.  But the knowledge He had was not buried in a napkin; it was put to good use.  Thus, He is not only the smartest of men, but also the wisest.  


That’s the meaning of our text: Solomon was the wisest man who ever lived: people came from all over the world to try him with hard questions and never went home disappointed.  But as wise as the old king was, he’s not worthy to bear the shoes of his Lord.  In Christ, “A greater than Solomon is here”. 

THE ELABORATION


The Lord’s wisdom was seen at an early age.  We don’t know anything about His childhood until He was twelve years old.  And the first thing we learn about Him is His great wisdom.  He impressed the teachers of Israel with His grasp of the Word and of its inner meaning.  But that’s not all: When Mary scolded Him for vexing her and His father, her son replied,

“Did you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 


This shows that He knew who He was and that—though He must respect and obey His parents, they cannot call the shots!  Before He belongs to them, He belongs to God and God’s will He must do—even if Joseph and Mary don’t get it.  This shows remarkable maturity in a boy so young and hints at the great wisdom He was then acquiring.  


As a man, His wisdom was on display in all His relationships.  When His enemies put loaded questions to Him, He answered them with keen discretion, always confounding them and often exposing their crooked ways. 


He was wise with His friends, too.  The disciples had a lot to learn, but He did not cram it down their throats.  He taught them slowly; He repeated Himself; and when they were not ready to learn a lesson, He postponed it until they were.  

“I have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now”.  


He was wise about His mother.  At His death, Mary would lose her sole means of support (she had other sons, but evidently, they were not responsible and the Lord could not trust them).  So what did He do?  He turned her over to the best man He knew, John the Apostle.  He knew John would prove his love for Him by loving His mother.   


Even on the cross He was wise, putting all theology and godliness into seven short sayings.  


What wisdom the Lord Jesus Christ had!  


And has.  The Lord is still alive at God’s Right Hand (which is a real place, a place as real and solid as Fremont, California).  And in that place of glory, the Lord is still acting with infinite wisdom.  


Think of the ways He is overthrowing His enemies, often giving them enough rope to hang themselves.  Think of the ways He is saving His people, through events that seem accidental, but are, in fact, all part of His plan—a plan so wise that it cannot be improved upon.  


Think of the wisdom He is giving His people.  No, we’re not nearly as wise as we ought to be.  But He has given all of us the wisdom to see our need of Him and the wisdom to choose Him as our Savior and Lord.  And to some, He has given special wisdom, to live well under hard and confusing circumstances.


Think of the wisdom of choosing a date for the Second Coming.  Fools and heretics have set many dates for the Second Coming.  Some thought He would come back in the First Century; the year 1000 stirred a frenzy of interest in the Second Coming; some said the 1840’s, others predicted the 1940’s.  Hal Lindsey said it would be the 1970’s.  I saw a book called 88 Reasons Why Jesus Christ Will Come Back in 1988.  Many other dates have been set—and every one of them was wrong.  


Now just imagine if they had been right: You would have never been born, and therefore, would not be saved.  Or you would have been born, but not yet converted and so you would have gone to hell.  How thankful we ought to be that our Lord is coming back at just the right time—His time—the time His wisdom has determined and concealed from us!  


Think of the wisdom put into His work in preparing a place for us.  Tastes differ: what seems classy to a vulgar person is tacky to one who is more refined.  How can the Lord make a place that satisfies every Christian’s deepest desires?  I have no idea; but He’s doing it and no one will be disappointed in heaven.  All because of the wisdom of our Lord Jesus Christ.

TO DO


If the Lord Jesus Christ is this wise, we ought to trust Him.  He knows best!  


If the Lord is this wise, we ought to value wisdom.  The Bible says “Wisdom is the principal thing”.  Most Americans don’t think so: they think money is or the things money buys or pleasure or entertainment or power.  But the Lord wasn’t a rich man, didn’t have a lot of luxury items, didn’t spend a lot of time in front of the TV and swore off the attractions of power.  


If the Lord is this wise, we ought to seek wisdom.  The Word says to “seek her as silver and search for her as for hidden treasure”.  Are you making the same effort to find wisdom that miners are to find gold? 


In Jesus Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom! May 

God give some of them to us.  For Christ’s sake.  Amen.  


