TEXT: Acts 9:1-31PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Acts 9


In Acts Chapter 8, Jesus Christ began His invasion of "Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the earth".   The first two turned enjoyed spectacular revivals, in which thousands turned to the Lord.  


As for the world?  The Ethiopian "went on his way rejoicing", but the rest of the world was still in the darkness of despair. Something must be done for the world.   Christ did not die for one nation only (and a handful of others), but for "Every tribe, tongue, people and nation--a multitude which no man could number".  


They must be call on the Name of the Lord!  But 

"How shall they call on Him they have not believed?  And how shall they believe in Him of Whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?"  

The cannot be saved without faith in Christ.  And they cannot have faith in Christ without hearing the Gospel.  And they cannot hear the Gospel without a preacher!  Jesus Christ must send someone into the world.  Or it will be damned forever!  


He does.  If you wanted to get the Church out of Israel and into the world, whom would you send?  Well, of course, you'd send the most bigoted Jew in the world!  No, you wouldn't do that.  And neither would I.  But here, the "Foolishness of God is wiser than men".  


Our chapter tells how Christ will extend His kingdom into the world.  By using the unlikliest candidate He could come up with, Saul of Tarsus.  

PERSECUTION EXTENDED, VV.1-2

The story begins with the Church growing in grace and persecution.  The sufferings began in Jerusalem.  After the death of Stephen, Saul began going door-to-door looking for Christians and jailing those he found.  As though this were not bad enough, he also tortured them into denying their Savior.


This--he thought--would soon snuff out the Church.  But, of course, it didn't.  In fact, it had the opposite effect--


"Those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the Word".    


Saul was so unhappy about this, that he stepped up the persecution.  He got legal documents from the Council to go anywhere he wanted, find believers, and bring them back to face trial.  And death.  


The vicious work wasn't done reluctantly, but with all the zeal he could muster.  He went about it, 


"Breathing out threatenings and slaughter".  


Purple with rage, he was anxious to destroy the Church.  


Yet Saul's fury could not stop the Church.  The more he slaughtered it, the faster it grew.  A few years later, Tertullian would say,


"The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church".  


Look at the growth!  In Chapter 8, the Kingdom goes no further north than Samaria.  But now, just weeks later, it is already in and growing in Damascus--a good ninety miles north of Samaria.  


Saul would have resented the connection, but it's still valid.  He was one of the men described in Psalm 2

"Why do the nations rage?  And the peoples imagine a vain thing?  The kings of the earth set themselves and the rulers take counsel together against the LORD and against His Anointed, saying, `Let us break their bonds asunder and cast their cords from us'  But...


"He who sits in the heavens shall laugh them to scorn; the LORD shall hold them in derision..."


Why?  What's so funny about their plots and policies and persecutions?  Only this


"Nevertheless, I have set My King on My Holy Hill of Zion!"  

Saul's hatred of Christ doesn't detract from His Lordship in the least.  Let Saul do as he will, 

"The kingdoms of the world have become the kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ; and He shall reign for ever and ever".    

SAUL CONVERTED, VV.3-8


If you think Christ has done amazing things already--saving thousands in Jerusalem, and many more in Samaria--you ain't seen nothing yet!  


For on his way to Damascus, Saul is struck down by a blinding flash from heaven.  He looks up to see what hit him and he sees what looks like a human face.  


The face is mad.  He wants to know why Saul is persecuting Him.  


"Who are you, Lord?" the Pharisee wants to know.  


"I am Jesus Whom you are persecuting".


Saul is stunned!  The Man he hates with all his heart is the Son of God and the Savior of the World.  


Overpowered by a sense of Divine majesty and his own guilt, Saul cries out, "Lord, what will you have me to do?"  

The Lord says, "Arise, go into the city, and you will be told what to do".  

Saul stands up, looks around, and sees nothing.  His friends put him back on his horse and take him to the home of Jason, a man who lives on Straight Street, and there Saul fasts and prays for three days solid.  Waiting.  

ANANIAS, VV.10-19

Three days later, the Lord appears to a friend of His named Ananias (Not the same man who lied to the Holy Spirit).  He commands him to go to Jason's home and lay hands on a man named Saul of Tarsus, whom the Lord has chosen for great things.


The poor man is taken aback.  Doesn't the Lord know who this Saul is?  And what he's up to?  


Of course He does.  The man who had come to wreck the Church is, in fact, 


"A chosen vessel, to bear [Christ's] name to Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel".    


That's enough arguing!  Now go do it.  


Ananias obeys, restores Saul's eyesight, baptizes him, and sees that he has a good meal (he's going to need it).

SAUL IN DAMASCUS, VV.20-25

Saul leaves the dinner table and heads for the Synagogue.  The Jews there are happy to see him; he's their champion against this new doctrine.


Or so they think!  But Saul shocks them by preaching the very things he had so bitterly opposed, that Jesus Christ is the Son of God.


This does not go over well with them.  They tried to debate him, but he beat them like a rug!  And so they turned to murder.  But he found out about it and escaped over the wall in a basket.  

SAUL IN JERUSALEM, VV.26-31

Where does he go now?  Back to Jerusalem, of course.  There, he tries to join the Church, but no one wants any part of him.  They think he's a spy.  


Barnabas, though, knows better.  He relates the man's story to the Apostles, they believe him, and take Saul in as a true convert to Christ and a powerful preacher of the Gospel.  


Saul starts preaching again, and again the Jews seek to kill him.  But friends find out, get him out of there and send him back to Tarsus.  


When he leaves, the controversy calms down and 


"The churches throughout all Judea, Galilee, and Samaria had peace and were edified.  And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, they were multiplied".
THE MESSAGE


That's the story.  The message is an obvious one (and hinted at earlier).  Jesus Christ will advance His cause in the world by the unlikliest people.  


Saul of Tarsus.  Had you told him five minutes before his conversion that he would become a preacher of Christ, he would have laughed in your face!  He hated Jesus!  He hated His church!  By his own admission, he "Thought to do many things contrary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth".  And he "Exceedingly mad against the disciples and sought to persecute them, even to foreign cities".  

He was "A blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man".  

And, at the same time, he was the very man Jesus Christ would use to extend His kingdom in the world.  


"God moves in a mysterious way



His wonders to perform".

In one way, Saul was unique.  But in another way, he was the most representative of Christians.  


For the Lord still uses unlikely people to forward His kingdom.  For the most part, He passes by "The wise, mighty, and noble" in favor of "the foolish, the weak, the base, the despised, and the things that are nothing..."

In other words, people like you and me!  


Why would the Lord use such people?  That's an easy one, so that, "No flesh would glory in His sight, but that whoever glories must glory in the Lord". 


If we were all geniuses and rich men and numbered in the millions, we could take credit for advancing God's cause in the world.  But we're none of the above.  Thus, if we do anything, we have to say, "The Lord did it all".  


We're like Saul was--Empty pots.  They're good for nothing, but putting something it!  Jesus Christ has put something in us--the Gospel--which He wants us to pour out for the salvation of His people.


What's your excuse for not evangelizing the lost?  


Are you too young?  So was Jeremiah, "Ah, Lord God!  I cannot speak, for I am only a child".  Yet speak he did, with the power of God Almighty!  


Are you too ignorant?  God once used a donkey to speak His Word.  Surely you know more than the donkey did, don't you?  


Are you too stumbling in your words?  So was the man who said, "Lord, I am not an eloquent man, but slow in speech and slow in tongue".  That was Moses. 


Is your past too wicked?  Nobody was more wicked that Saul.  Yet the Lord used him.  And He'll use you too.  If you want to be used.  


"Lord, what would you have me to do?"    


Are you willing to ask Him that?  Not just say the words--but mean it?  Are you willing?  If you are, He'll let you know.  And then go do it.  The Lord can use you.  The Lord will use you.  


But only if you're not up to the task.  He's not looking for people, "Rich, increased with goods, and in need of nothing".  They can't do a thing for Him.  What He wants are people who have nothing but Him and can do nothing but what He does in them.  


Are you such a person?  If so, the Lord will advance His cause in the world through you.  


The Lord never had bigger fools than we are.  Lord, use these fools; show the excellency is not in us, but You!  Amen.    

