TEXT: Acts 3:1-4:31PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Acts 3


Today, with the Lord's blessing, we'll continue our study of Acts.  The Book features many important men--Peter and John, Paul and Barnabas, Stephen and Philip, and others too.  But it's not their story it tells.  It's the story of the Risen Lord.  


In Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, "Jesus began to do and teach" some things.  Now He continues that work...from heaven.  


The text is long, I know.  But the 57 verses tell one story.  What God has joined together, let no man put asunder!"  

THE HEALING, VV.1-8


The scene opens with Peter and John at the Temple.  Why are they there?  Because it's three o'clock in the afternoon--and that's "the hour of prayer".  


On their way in, they met a man they'd often seen before.  He was crippled from the womb and sat there every day asking for alms.    


When Peter heard the poor man's cry, he said, "Look at us".  The man did, expecting to get something from them.  And did he ever! 


"Silver and gold, I do not have.  But what I have a give you: In the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk".  


The man sprang to his feet, jumped up and down, praised God at the top of his lungs--and went to the prayer meeting!  

THE PUBLIC RESPONSE, VV.9-10


The man was making a spectacle of himself.  (You'd think praising God with enthusiasm wouldn't "stand out" at church.  But, of course, it does).  People took notice.  


When the service was over though, the "notice they took" of him became amazement!  For they realized who it was dancing the jig!


"He who sat begging for alms at the Beautiful Gate".  


They knew the man; he'd been sitting there for years.  But now he's making like Michael Jordan!


They rush together to gawk at the man.  And to get some answers.  

PETER'S EXPLANATION, VV.11-26  


Peter is happy to oblige.


First he says, We didn't do it--"Men of Israel..why do you look so intently at us as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk?"  


Miracles have a way of impressing people who see them.  What's more, they lend a certain aura to those who perform them.  Today's "miracle workers" make the most of it.  They become famous or rich or respected or something else we'd all like to be.  


But Peter isn't that way at all.  He's aggravated that people are staring at him as though he were Someone Special.  He isn't.


Peter wants everyone to know it is "Jesus" who healed the lame man!


"Jesus" was a common name at the time.  It is the Greek version of "Joshua" who, of course, was a hero to the Jews and a name they often gave to their sons.  What "Jesus" does Peter have in mind?  


He is God's "Servant".  The word was well-known to the people of Israel.  It was applied to prophets, priests, kings, and other men who represented God in the world.  In Isaiah, the word takes on a heightened sense.   Here's a sample:


"Behold My Servant whom I uphold, My Elect One in whom My soul delights.  I have put My Spirit upon Him; He will bring forth justice to the Gentiles".


"Who among you fears the LORD?  Who obeys the voice of His Servant?"


"Behold, My Servant will deal prudently; He shall be exalted and extolled and be very high...He shall sprinkle many nations..."


"By His knowledge, My righteous Servant shall justify many, for he will bear their iniquities".

Put them together and what do you have?  A Servant to whom God gives His Spirit without measure?  A Servant whose voice is 

God's Voice?  A Servant exalted over all?  A Servant making nations clean?  A Servant bearing the iniquity of God's people, justifying them, and making intercession for them?  


What have you got?  You've got Messiah--the Savior of Israel and the world.  


That's what Peter has in mind.  Jesus is "God's Servant".  And that means "Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God".  

Peter goes on to say what his people did to their Messiah: They 

"Delivered [Him] up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go.  But you denied the Holy One and Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you and killed the Prince of Life".

Three contrasts that couldn't be sharper: Pilate, a Gentile, a Pagan, a corrupt bureaucrat, was better than you were!  He wanted to release Him, but you said No.  You preferred a murderer to the Holy and Just One.  You killed the Man who came to give you life!  


That's how they judged Messiah.  


But God overturned their verdict by raising Him from the dead!  In doing this and seating Him at His Right Hand, He "Glorified His servant, Jesus".  

This is pretty sharp, isn't it?  But then, for some reason, Peter takes the edge off his sermon.  He says both the people--and their rulers--"Did it in ignorance", v.17.

Why would he say that?  For one thing, it was true.  They acted with malice, partly knowing what they did, but not a full knowledge.  Not even John the Baptist knew the full truth about Christ.  Neither did the people and their leaders.  That's one reason he said it.


The other, I think, is what F.F. Bruce says in his commentary.  


"We may think that Peter's words were surprisingly lenient to people like Caiaphas and his fellow members of the chief-priestly families, who were so determined to have Jesus put to death.  But however that may be, here is a proclamation of Divine generosity, offering a free pardon to all who took part in the death of Christ."

The words prove the infinite generosity of God!  "Love covers a multitude of sins".  

CALL TO ACTION, VV.19-26


Seeing the people are convicted of their sins, Peter quits hammering on them.  He turns from what they are--"Guilty, helpless, vile".  To what they must do: "Repent".  


"Repent" means to change your mind.  And here, it includes faith in Christ and (it seems) a public profession of faith.  


To help them do it, Peter offers five incentives:


1.
If you repent, "Your sins may be blotted out".  In other words, you will be saved from the guilt, power, and danger of your sins.


2.
If you repent, "Times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord".  From the forgiveness of sin comes all other blessings: a good conscience, a spirit of adoption, fellowship with God, and more.


3.
If you repent, "[God] may send Jesus Christ".  This is a hard one!  The best commentators say it means the sooner sinners repent, the sooner Jesus Christ will return.  The context certainly permits it. But is it a Bible doctrine?  It may be, but where are the cross-references?  A better take on it--I think--is this one: If you repent, Jesus Christ (by his Spirit) will come into your soul and live in fellowship with you.  A very good reason to repent!  


4.
If you don't repent, you "Shall be utterly destroyed from among the people".  This speaks for itself--cut off from God and His people forever.  


5.
The offer of salvation is sincere, "God...sent...Jesus to bless you, in turning away every one of you from your iniquities".  Christ did not come into the world to send you to hell.  You can go there without His help.  He came to save you.  The offer is universal--"Whosoever will may come".  The offer is sincere.  He "Takes no pleasure in the turn and live!"



[When you witness, do you make the Gospel sound this free and full and wonderful?  If not, I suspect, you haven't got the Gospel at all].  


The result of Peter's preaching is both positive and negative.  On the plus side, "Many who heard the Word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand".  
THE ARREST, VV.1-4


On the other side, Peter's sermon "Greatly disturbed the Sadducees".  And that's a bad thing to do, for they had police power.  They used it by arresting the men and putting them in jail for the night.


The next morning, they were put on trial.  The Judges are none other than Annas the high Priest, Caiaphas and other members of the family.  The very men who plotted against the Lord are now mad at the Apostles.    

THE TRIAL, VV.5-12


They want to know: "By what power or by what name have you done this?"


Bad question!  


Peter has no hesitation: 


"If we are this day judged for a good deed done to the helpless man, by what means he has been made well, let it be known to you and to all the people of Israel, that by the Name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth--Whom you crucified [and] God raised from the dead--by Him this man stands here before you whole".  


The Man they killed a few weeks before is alive at God's Right Hand.  It was He who healed the lame man.  This shouldn't surprise the Learned Men for their own Bible foretold it.  


"The Stone which was rejected by the builders, has become the chief cornerstone". 


This means: Salvation is found in Christ alone!  

THE VERDICT, VV.13-22


The Court doesn't like what it has heard!  Will it do to the Disciples what it did to their Lord?  Yes--but not now.  Two reasons for the delay.  


Reason Number One: They got good advice.  Gamaliel, the most learned of the Pharisees offers it.  If these men aren't of God, their work will come to nothing.  If they are of God, we'd better not oppose them.  


The other reason: They were scared.  The people favored the disciples at the moment.  If they Rulers killed them, they might incite a riot or worse.  


They command the men to quit preaching, warn them of the tortures that await them if they disobey.  And let them go.  

THE RETURN, VV.23-31.


Leaving the Courthouse, Peter and John go back to church, where they lay their concerns before God, acknowledge His Lordship, and pray for...peace, comfort, and protection!  


No they don't do that!  They pray for "boldness".  


God answers their prayer in two ways: (1) By shaking the room and (2) by giving them what they ask for.  

CLOSE


In closing, let me make three observations, all of which are obvious and need little development.


1.
The Early Church had a sense that Christ was with them--not in their memories or in their hopes or their words or rituals--but really there!  Personally.  Not bodily, of course, but truly there!  Do we have this sense?  We ought to, for He has promised it--Matthew 18:20.  It ought to be so obvious that even visitors and unbelievers realize it--I Corinthians 14:25.  


2.
The Gospel provokes opposition.  Where it is faithfully preached, that is!  Maybe we don't suffer much for Christ because we're not speaking up plainly for Him.  


3.
The Church should pray more for boldness than for peace.  "Having favor with all the people" is a good thing.  But not at the cost of compromising the Gospel or muting our witness.  


The Love of God be with you all.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

