TEXT: Acts 2PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Acts 2


With God's blessing, let's continue our Christ-centered study of Acts.  I say, "Christ-centered" very carefully.  For the Book is not about what Peter did, what Paul did, or what the Early Church did.  Rather, it's about What Christ did in the world.  


Where is He?  He's in heaven, enthroned at God's Right Hand.  What's He going to do?  He's going to "Baptize in the Holy Spirit".  When is He going to do that?  Ten days after the Ascension.  What day is that?  

THE BAPTISM, VV.1-4.


It is the Day of Pentecost.  What's that?  It is a Hebrew holiday to celebrate the year's harvest.  It's something like our Thanksgiving.  On that day, worshipers came to Jerusalem from all over the world.  


It was always a good time, but none was like this one!  For on that day, the Holy Spirit was "poured out" on the disciples of Jesus.  His coming was marked by two signs: one was heard, the other was seen.  


The people heard "A mighty rushing wind".  The Spirit came with the sound and the power of a tornado.  He showed Himself, too, in the shape of "fiery tongues" split down the middle.


What did He do?  Two things: He "filled" the believers, and He gave them the ability to "speak with other tongues".  


The filling of the Spirit had occurred in the past.  At His baptism, our Lord was filled with the Spirit.  Earlier, kings, judges, prophets, and priests had known His filling.  But Pentecost is a great leap forward!  


From now on, the filling of God's Spirit won't be for special men only, but for all believers in Christ.  


The Law promised to make Israel into a "nation of priests"--if only they would obey it.  But, of course, they didn't.  Now, Christ has obeyed that Law for us, poured out His Spirit on us, and made the Church what Israel could not be--"A royal priesthood".  


That was the great event at Pentecost.  "Tongues" was secondary to it.  Yet, they were given.  What were they?  They were not gobbledygook; they were not a heavenly utterance, but ordinary human languages.  We know this because ordinary humans heard them--and recognized them as Egyptian, Libyan, Latin, and other languages.  


What does the Gift of Tongues signify?  Two things:


1.
Israel is cut off.  Paul quotes Isaiah 28:11-12 to that effect: "With men of other tongues and other lips I will speak to this people; and yet, for all that, they will not hear Me".  


It's not that Jews cannot be saved--of course not--for everyone saved that day was a Jew!  And millions more have been saved since then.  But what it means is that Israel as a nation is no longer God's "peculiar people".  


2.
The Church is universal.  God's New Covenant people are redeemed "out of every nation, kindred, tribe, and tongue".    


John baptized with water, but Jesus Christ baptized with the Holy Spirit.  The Baptism was a one-time act, but the blessings remain with us to this day.  Every believer is indwelt by God's Spirit and by Him equipped to offer "Spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God, by Jesus Christ".  
THE PEOPLE'S RESPONSE, VV.5-13.


The outpouring of God's Spirit occurred in public--at the Temple which was jam-packed that day.  What did the people think of it?  


Most were "Amazed".  How can these illiterate Galilaeans suddenly speak so many languages?  And like natives?  


Others were not so impressed.  They sneered, "They're full of new wine!"  To the Roman Jew, let's say, Arabic sounded like the ravings of a drunk man.  

PETER'S DEFENSE, VV.14-21.


Are the scoffers right?  Are the disciples all liquored up?  No, they're not, for it's only nine o'clock in the morning.  


If they're not drunk, what's going on?  The prophecy of Joel is being fulfilled.  800 years before, Joel had prophesied a mighty work of God.  


1.
It would take place "in the last days".  This doesn't mean "at the end of time", but in the Age of Messiah.  


2.
At that time, God would "Pour out His Spirit on all flesh".  Men, women, and children would share in the Spirit.  And so would the Gentiles.  


3.
The outpouring would be as mind-boggling as the coming of God and the end of the world. "Wonders in heaven above and signs in the earth below: blood, fire, and vapor of smoke. the sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood".  



[Some believe Joel's prophecy is not fulfilled at Pentecost, but awaits the Second Coming of Christ.  This is not true, for Peter says was fulfilled at the time.  Did the moon turn red that day?  Or, did the sun go out?  This is Apocalyptic language.  The words are exaggerated to make us feel how great the Outpouring of God's Spirit is!  For references, see Isaiah 13 and Ezekiel 32 in context].  


4.
On that day, salvation would be offered to everyone--"Whoever calls on the Name of the Lord shall be saved".  


Peter has decisively answered the critics.  He didn't do it with name calling, but with the Bible.  

THE GOSPEL. VV.22-36.


He doesn't stop there.  He goes on to confront the people with the Gospel.  


The Gospel is not about what you do, what you feel, or what you believe.  It is about what God did in Christ.  What's that?  Three things:  


1.
He identified Him, "Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves know--"

Our Lord did not live a private life; He acted in public.  And what He did made it clear He was the Savior!  His friends said that, "Rabbi, You are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel!".  His worst enemies agreed, ""Rabbi, we know that You are a Teacher come from God, for no Man can do the miracles that You are doing, unless God is with Him".  Even Pontius Pilate paid ironic tribute to His Lordship: "This is the King of the Jews!"  


The Jews knew who He was.  And so do you.  


2.
He crucified Him, "Him, being delivered by the determined counsel and foreknowledge of God, you have taken with wicked hands, have crucified, and slain"..  


Who killed Jesus Christ?  In one sense, God did.  "It pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to open shame".    But, in another sense, it was man.  Not a small conspiracy of evil men--but everyone--agreed He must die.  


In doing this, bad men thought they were frustrating the will of God.  But fools!  Little did they know they were doing precisely what God had planned from the beginning.  


God crucified His Son.  


3.
He raised Him from the dead, "Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it".  

Peter knew the Lord was alive from the dead because he had seen Him with his own eyes.  And so had more than 500 others.  But, of course, the people he was talking to hadn't seen Him.  Why should they believe it?  


Two good reasons: God had promised to do just that, Psalm 16:8-11 and 110:1.  


The outpouring of the Spirit confirmed it. The Spirit would be poured out only when Christ was exalted.  But the Spirit was poured out.  Therefore, Christ was exalted.   Good reasoning!  


Peter sums it up with words full of pain and hope: "Therefore, let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus--Whom you crucified--both Lord and Christ!"   

THE PLEA, V.37.  


When the people hear this, they are "Cut to the heart" with guilt and fear.  They're not justifying themselves or excusing their actions or pleading ignorance or offering a technical apology.  They are appalled at what they have done!  


They cry out for help, "Men and brethren, what must we do?" 

THE ANSWER. VV.38-39


Had Peter been a hyper-Calvinist, he would have said, "Nothing.  Your salvation is up to God alone".  But, thankfully, he didn't do that.  He knows God is sovereign.  At the same time, he knows man is responsible.  


If they want to be saved, they've got to do something.  They've got to "Repent and be baptized".


He who "repents" receives "the gift of the Holy Spirit".  That promise is made to "You, to your children, to those who are far off, as many as the Lord our God will call". 


This doesn't teach Infant Baptism (as some allege), but only that the Holy Spirit is given to everyone who repents of his sin.  To adults; to children; even to Gentiles.  


What about "Be baptized for the remission of sins"?  

The Church of Christ loves this verse!  They're often accused of saying baptism saves the sinner.  They do not believe that!  They say he must repent of his sins and profess the Lordship of Christ in baptism.  Therefore, although baptism doesn't save the sinner, he cannot be saved without it. 


Is that what the verse teaches?  It's grammar does not demand the interpretation.  And the rest of the Bible contradicts it.  The believer is baptized "with respect to" the remission of sin.  His soul is cleansed through faith in Christ.  He openly professes that by washing his body in the waters of baptism.  

THE EARLY WORK OF CHRIST ON DISPLAY, VV.40-47


The response is overwhelming.  The people had committed a great sin, but God offered forgiveness through the very Man they had murdered.  


3,000 sinners believe in Christ that day and are saved from their guilt and danger.  What encouragement this offers!  You may have done many bad things (lied, stole, fornicated, blasphemed, even killed).  But you've never done anything like they did.  You never crucified the Lord.  Yet God offers mercy to the men who murdered His Son.   


If they're not too wicked or guilty or hardened to be saved, then neither are you.  "This Man receives sinners!"

What does He do for them?  He knits their hearts together in love.  He gives them an interest in spiritual things.  He makes them generous.  He makes them glad.  He fills their souls and lungs with praise.  


Jesus Christ did an amazing work on the Day of Pentecost.  Which He continues to this day.  "The Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved".  

CONCLUSIONS


Let us, therefore, acknowledge the Lordship of Jesus Christ.  Let us worship and serve Him from the heart.  The love of God be with you all.  Amen.  

