TEXT: II Timothy 4:1-5PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of II Timothy #9: Paul's Charge


Before it became a Book in the Bible, II Timothy was a personal letter.  Written by an old preacher about to die, its purpose is to encourage and direct a young man in the ministry.  If Timothy would fulfill his calling, he must become a man of character and action.  What must he be?  He must be zealous, bold, and firm in his doctrine.  What must he do?  Many things, as chapters 2-3 make plain.  But 4:1-8 calls to mind the preacher's special duty.  Whatever else he does--making tents or teaching school--he must be careful to "preach the word".   


The chapter opens with an invocation. "I charge you, therefore, before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, Who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and kingdom..."  God and Christ are called upon to witness what Paul is about to say.  And to notarize his charge.  Why are the Holy Names invoked?  To terrify the young preacher?  No.  But to make him feel the solemnity of his work.  Timothy must never forget who he is or what he's here for.  He's not his own man, but God's man.  He's a soldier on permanent duty.  He mustn't hope for a furlough in this life.  His rest awaits the life to come.  


If it is possible to make the charge any more solemn, Paul does so by adding "Who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and kingdom".  Timothy's ministerial work will be assessed by Jesus Christ.  This thought must both warn and hearten the young preacher.   It warns him against slipshod work.  Some preachers produce spectacular results for a time.  But they won't hold up in eternity. Timothy mustn't do as they do--whatever the short term gains may be.  It urges him to do a solid work, one that remain on the Day of Judgment.  


Paul has now sanctified what he's about to say with the Holy Names of God and Christ.  Now, he comes to the charge itself, v.2a: "Preach the word!"  To "preach" means to proclaim.  It brings to mind a town crier, announcing the news for all to hear.  What is he to preach?  His own ideas?  What others want to hear?  Reformed Creeds?  Baptist Distinctives?  No!  He's to "preach the Word".   Just as Paul did.  To the Ephesian elders, he swore, "I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God".  Timothy must do the same.  Not what he prefers.  Not what others prefer.  But what God prefers!  And that is?


"You have magnified Your Word


Above all Your Name".

 
The charge is "preach the Word".  But then, with rapid-fire action, Paul explains what he means by "preach", v.2b: "Be ready in season and out of season.  Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching."  


"Be ready in season and out of season".  To "be ready" means just that.  Timothy must be prepared to proclaim the Word of God--not only on Sundays at 11:00--but whenever the opportunity presents itself.  He will have other chances to speak up for Christ.  He must be ready to take them.  This agrees with I Peter 3:15.  "In season and out of season" he must preach.  What does this mean?  I know of one pastor who takes it to mean "without preparation".  And so, without warning--and from the pulpit--he will call on men to "get up and preach out of season".  Is that Paul's idea?  It is not.  "In season and out of season" means "in good times and in bad".  John Huther has commented, "He who desires to wait until the occasion seems completely favorable for his work, will never find it".

Next, Timothy must preach to "convince" ("reprove" in the KJV).  His preaching mustn't be entirely "positive".  He must expose and criticize sin.  Paul himself did this in chapters 2 and 4.  He went so far as to "name names"--Phyletus and Hermogenes did this, Demas did that, and so on.  This work of "convincing" mustn't be the only note on his keyboard.  But it has a place.  A preacher who will not expose sin cannot exalt grace.  


He must also "rebuke".  This intensifies his "convincing" work.  It means to blame, condemn, and chide.  It's not good enough to say "All have sinned and come short of the glory of God".  The preacher must specify the sins of which his people are guilty.  He can't just say, "The wages of sin is death", but more: "The wages of your sin is death.  You will be damned unless you repent".  This kind of preaching won't make Timothy popular--but so what?  He's standing before "God and the Lord Jesus Christ".


On the other side, he must "exhort".  This means to encourage.  It is not good enough to damn sin with a loud voice, he must sweetly urge men to holiness.  


This preaching must be carried on "with all longsuffering and teaching".  "Teaching" is the means by which we convince, rebuke, and exhort.   We must turn men from error and sin by reasoned, Scriptural arguments--not by screaming, invoking pastoral authority, or threatening church discipline.  "Longsuffering" is the attitude in which we preach.  Not everyone will agree with us; some will wilfully misunderstand.  But we mustn't become impatient; mustn't resort to force; mustn't give up.  The effective preacher leads his people by patient teaching. 

 
In vv.3-4, Paul gives an incentive for the faithful preaching of God's Word.  "For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables..."  Timothy must faithfully "preach the word" because this sort of ministry will be desperately needed. 


Many professed Christians--Paul warns--will have "itching ears".  This means that they won't be satisfied with the "old Gospel" but will desire fresh stimulation--new doctrines and novel interpretations.  Their wicked desire will be amply met by "a heap of teachers" who will gladly disregard the truth and preach follies instead.  


Paul has accurately described the churches and preachers of Timothy's generation--and ours!  Therefore, he--and men of today--are needed to stem the rising tide of apostasy.  And this is done, only insofar as we "preach the word".  


V.5 summarizes what Paul has said here--and elsewhere: "But you be watchful in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry".  The word "watchful" means "sober".  Timothy mustn't become intoxicated with fear or envy as he sees the "success" of the heretics.  He must remain "sober"--seeing things as they truly are.   This sobriety will put him in bad stead with the heretics and their disciples who will persecute him.  This he must "endure" or "take like a man".  His call is not revoked by hard circumstances, and therefore, he must still "do the work of an evangelist".  In other words, carry the Good News to a dying world.  In doing these things, he is "fulfilling his ministry"--doing the service Christ has called and equipped him to do. 


The Lord Jesus has called you to a ministry, too.  It may not be "the work of an evangelist" but it is something He has for you to do.  Are you doing it?  Or, have you allowed "bad times and bad men" to discourage you?  I trust you have not.  Think of the need for faithful Christians.  They are as unpopular today as ever--and no less needed.  Think of the bad examples that others are setting "in the name of Christ"!  Soberly evaluate your gifts and calling.  And "fulfill your ministry".  


"I charge you, therefore,


Before God and the Lord


Jesus Christ, Who will


Judge the living


And the dead at His


Appearing and kingdom".


May God give the grace to do so.  And may we respond to it.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

