TEXT: II Timothy 1:6-7PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of II Timothy #3: Be Zealous


With these words, Paul introduces the theme of II Timothy.  The first five verses are mere formalities: a greeting and a giving of thanks.  But now, he comes to the point and stays with it until nearly the end of the Epistle.  What is it?  It's fairly obvious: The kind of minister Timothy must become.  The young man had commenced well and done splendidly under Paul's supervision.  But the Apostle wouldn't be around forever.  Timothy, therefore, had to become his own man.  Or, more accurately, God's man.  The First Century needed "men of God" in the ministry.  So does the Twentieth.  Does II Timothy have anything to say to Christians not in the ministry?  Of course it does.  The preachers are given a high standard for which they must strive.  And in doing so, they set the example for all of God's people.  In short, "those things you have learned, seen, and heard in Timothy, do..."


Timothy's first trait must be zeal for his work.  "Therefore, I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands".  To "stir up" carries with it the idea of "rekindling a flame".  Timothy, it seems, had once been fervent in the ministry.  But now, his passion had cooled a bit.  He hadn't quit, of course, but he had slacked off.  Paul urges him to turn over the smoldering embers--to regain the zeal he once had.  


He needed this passion in order to properly use his "gift of God".  What "gift" had God given him?  According to 4:5, it is "evangelism".  He had a special ability to preach the Gospel.  But this gift, as great as it was, wouldn't "work by itself".  Timothy had to exercise it.  And this takes zeal.  The "gift", moreover, had been given to him "through the laying on of (Paul's) hands".  Timothy was ordained to the Gospel ministry by Paul and other preachers (cf. I Timothy 4:15).  At this time, a special preaching gift was given.  But it wasn't from Paul or the presbytery that it came, but from God.  These men had not laid hands on Timothy to see him squander his gift.  


Preachers, therefore, must be gripped by their work.  No room for half-heartedness in the ministry.  Yet no man can do this on his own.  Even Timothy needed the prayers and encouragement of Paul.  Thus, you're obliged to pray for preachers--that we might be alive in our work, to encourage the use of our gifts, and to do nothing to drain us of what life we do have. 


But is "zeal" meant only for the pastor?  I don't think so.  "It is good to be zealous in a good thing always" is a word directed to every believer.  You should look carefully at yourself; ask "Am I serving God as I once did?"  If not, "Stir up the gift that is in you!"   For "Lukewarmness" is nauseating to Christ--in the pulpit and in the pew.  God save us from it.  


The duty is plain: "Stir up the gift that is in you".  The incentive follows.  "For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind".  


The word "spirit", of course, does not refer to the Holy Spirit, but means "attitude" or "disposition".  "Fear" is not respect or prudence, but cowardice or anxiety.  God, in other words, has not made us "Nervous Nellies".  Nothing will smother the gifts of God more than cowardice--the fear of man.  In Timothy's day, there was ample cause for fear.  Christianity was outlawed; its chief exponent was jailed; deadly persecutions were on the horizon.  It would have been easy for Timothy to retreat from his calling, to hide his light "under a bushel".  But he mustn't!  For it is not God who is producing the fear.  Satan is behind that. 


Our situation is far different, isn't it?  We have freedom of religion; Christians don't disappear in this country; no persecutions are in sight.  Thus, we aren't tempted to fear man, are we?  Yes we are.  The enemies of Christ still threaten us.  Not with fires and lions, to be sure.  But with mockery and exclusion.  We tremble before them.  And don't "stir up the gift which is in us".  We don't reprove their folly; don't work for their souls.  Why?  Because we're afraid!  Did God give us this "spirit of fear"?  He did not.  Let's be rid of it.  


Note: It is not always "the Romans" who intimidate us.  Much fear comes from within the church, too.  Harsh and critical believers cause others to fear making a mistake.  Which produces the biggest mistake of all: doing nothing.  This smothers the "gift of God" which Paul tells us to "stir up".  Be considerate of others?  Of course!  But neglect your gifts for fear of being criticized for the use of them?  Never.  Why?  Because "God has not given us the spirit of fear".


As long as Timothy lives in fear, he will not "stir up the gift which is in him".  And neither will you.  This fear must be mortified--for it is not of God!    


"God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind".  Timothy will only "stir up his gift" by using the "power" that God has given him.  This signifies both bravery and fortitude.  The courage to start "doing the work of an evangelist" and the patience to "stick with it".  But don't look within for it--for it is not self-generated, but given by God.  "God has not given us the spirit of fear...But He has given to us the spirit of power" is the implication.  What power He gives!  In Ephesians 1:19, Paul describes it thusly: "...the exceeding greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power, which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places..."  The power that God exercised in Christ's exaltation is available to us.  Not to boost ego, but so that we can "stir up the gift that is in us".  Whether--like Timothy--we preach or whether we "rule, teach, serve, give, exhort, or show mercy".  The gift doesn't matter.  It's the "stirring up" that counts.  This you can do, for God has given you a "spirit of power".  


But not only power has He given.  He has also given "a spirit of love".  Timothy's gift was preaching which assumes a love for sinners.  But when Timothy's fear for himself overshadowed this love, his preaching went into a tailspin.  If he's to right it, he must recover his love.  No gift can be effectively used without it.  The words of I Corinthians 13 come to mind: "Though I speak with the tongues of men and angels, and have not love, I have become as sounding brass or a clanging cymbal".  If you want to make the most of your gifts, you must cultivate a love for others.  For only this will make them useful.  And, only by love can you overcome fear.  For example, your neighbor is a blasphemer.  You've tried to talk to him about Christ, but he returned your good with evil.  Now, you're afraid of saying anything at all.  How can you muster the courage to speak to him again?  Only by putting your love for him above your fear of him.  This, too, can be done, for God gives His people "a spirit of love".


"God is love;


And he who dwells in love


Dwells in God and God in Him".


One other "spirit" He gives to help us overcome fear and "stir up our gifts".  It is "a sound mind".  Timothy's fear is understandable.  The Roman Government was powerful and ruthless.  If it would kill Paul, it would show his disciples no mercy.  Thus, the young man shrank from the challenge of preaching the Gospel.   But the fear was not justifiable.  The "sound mind" would know that.  What could Rome do to the Christians?  Persecute them?  If so, Christ would draw near to His suffering people.  Kill them?  "To be absent from the body is to be present with the Lord".  Wipe out the church?  "The blood of the martyrs is the seed bed of the church".  A "sound mind", therefore, expels "fear" and enables us to "stir up the gift" that is in us.  


Paul is about to die.  Timothy is far away.  They may never see each other again.  But Paul must urge his young friend to "Stir up the gift" that is in him.  And this he can do by God's grace.  For "God has not given us the spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind".  


What He gave Paul and Timothy, he also gives to us.  Let us, therefore, determine our "gift" and exploit it to the full...by quitting our cowardice and living in power, love, and sound-mindedness.   May God so bless, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  

