TEXT: II Timothy 1:1-2

PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: Exposition of II Timothy #1: Greeting


I hope this evening to begin a series of expository sermons on Paul's Second Epistle to Timothy.  It is the Apostle's last inspired letter; his final word to Timothy and to the Church.  Never has he been more focused on "the things that matter most".  


The first two verses make up the greeting.  It follows the customary sequence: writer, reader, blessing.  May God give understanding of each, for Christ's sake.  Amen.  


The author is "Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ".  Paul, of course, is one of the New Testament's best known men.  Born to a Jewish family in Tarsus, he grew up "in the strictest sect of Judaism".  He received his rabbinical training from Gamaliel, Israel's most respected Pharisee, and proved himself a worthy student.  His life equalled his learning, as the young man strove "to keep a conscience void of offense toward God and toward man".  And succeeded.  "As touching the righteousness of the law, (he was) blameless".  To his moral purity, Paul added a flaming zeal against all deviations from his religion.  Therefore, he "persecuted the church" and "thought to do many things contrary" to Christ.  Most notably, "consenting to the death of Stephen".  And he wasn't through...


He received documents from the Jewish court to suppress the church wherever he found it.  He learned that one had formed in Damascus, and rode north, expecting to bring back its members in chains.  But it was he who would be arrested.  On the road, he is knocked from his horse by a blinding light, and looking heavenward, Paul sees an unfamiliar face.  "Who are you Lord?" he asks.  The answer is staggering: "I am Jesus of Nazareth, whom you persecute".  What can he do but surrender?  "Lord, what will you have me to do?"  


Three days later, he found out: "Bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel...and suffer many things for My name's sake".  This was Paul's vocation.  One he would follow without swerving for the rest of his life.  


He is writing about 30 years after his conversion, and he is still "an Apostle of Jesus Christ".  The word "Apostle" means "one sent forth".  He is not crafting a personal message or pursuing his own agenda.  He is "a man under orders"; he's doing the will of another.  Who?  "Jesus Christ". 


Paul is fulfilling his call in life.  As a young man, he's called to "Bear my name".  As an old man, he's "Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ".  But that is only half his calling, isn't it?  Do you remember the other half?  To "suffer many things"?  And so he is.  His Christian life began with an attempted assassination.  The Jews of Damascus sought to kill him, and would have, had he not been let down over the wall in a basket.  The suffering never abated: "In perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by my own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren..." 


Now, at the end, Paul is "a prisoner of the Lord".   He was recently "delivered from the mouth of the lion".  He is "being poured out as a drink offering and the time of his departure is at hand".  


When you think of Paul's greatness, it is easy to dwell on his knowledge, his love, or his humility.  But these graces would have been worthless had he not persevered.  If a man preaches the Gospel for fifty years and compromises it in old age, his whole ministry is thereby discredited.  King Saul began "small in his own eyes" only to ruin himself--and his people--through the pride of middle age.  Demas's good works were undone by his later "loving the present world".  Paul's true greatness lay in his perseverance.  Ours must too.  "He who perseveres to the end, the same shall be saved".  A consistent life for Christ must be every believer's aim.  aim.  


Back to his Apostleship.  He is "Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God".  He is no self-appointed preacher; nor was he set apart by men or a church.  It is God who called him to the office.  He makes this very clear in Galatians 1:1: "Paul, an Apostle, not from men nor through man, but through Jesus Christ and God the Father who raised Him from the dead".  A few verses later, he adds: "The Gospel which is preached by me is not according to man.  For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation of Jesus Christ".  


This needed stressing.  For Paul's Apostleship was unique.  He was not among the original twelve, nor had he been with Christ "from the baptism of John".  Yet he was "an eyewitness of His majesty" and given a special calling to the office.  What this all means is simple: Paul speaks with the authority of Jesus Christ.  "Whoever rejects Paul, rejects Christ".  


His calling to the Apostolate is "according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus".  This is not easily interpreted.  But it can be unpacked in a way that is both faithful to the language and makes sense.  It goes something like this: God wills to give life to His people in Christ.  But in order to give this life, Christ must be preached.  Hence, Paul is called to the Apostolate so that God's will to give life in Christ will be achieved.  


Hence, we ought to be thankful for the ministry of the Word.  For, according to the promise of God, it "gives life in Christ Jesus".  Let us, therefore, "receive with meekness the engrafted word which is able to save our souls".  


We now know the writer: "Paul, an Apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, according to the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus..."


Let's turn next to the reader: "To Timothy, my beloved son".  Who is he?  He's a young man dear to the old Apostle.  He's not his natural son, of course, but his spiritual son.  Timothy was won to Christ by Paul's ministry in Lystra.  He soon accompanied Paul on his missionary travels, and became his most trusted deputy.  As the Apostle awaits execution, he yearns for his dearly loved son.  


But why?  Because he loves him.  But that's not the only reason.  He wants to spend his last days encouraging his young friend.  Timothy is scared.  And with good reason.  The Roman persecution has just begun; it has terrified good men already.  Timothy is shrinking under its threat, too.  Paul wants to remind him of the glory that awaits those who are "faithful unto death".  But more than that: he wants to show Him how a man can die for Christ without fear and full of joy.  


Timothy is the first reader of the Epistle.  But he's not the last.  Nor is it intended solely for the young man.  For Paul writes in the third chapter, "All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable..."  Under His blessing, we can profit from the Epistle, too.  And must.  


The blessing comes last: "Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ".  Everything Timothy needs is bound up in these three words: "grace, mercy, peace".  The same is true for us.  How foolish our priorities are!  How we grasp and struggle for other things, material things, prestige things.  Yet all we truly need are "grace" (God's favor), "mercy" (Divine sympathy), and "peace" (the enjoyment of both).  Let us pray fervently for these things!  Let us seek them! 


Where are they found?  Only in "God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ".  Let us seek God, then, and His "grace, mercy, and peace" will be ours.  But let no one play the hypocrite, and seek Him half-heartedly.  "You shall seek Me and find Me when you shall search for Me with all of your hearts".  


May God bless us in the study of His most sacred Word.  For Christ's sake.  Amen.  

