TEXT: I Corinthians 13:4PRIVATE 

SUBJECT: What Love is #3: Not Envious


What is envy?

Everyone in this room has felt envious at one time or another; maybe someone is its grip right now.  What is envy?  It's a feeling of unhappiness at what others have.  If others have more than you do, you don't like it.  That's envy.  


The father of envy is whom?  Satan.  Made an angel, he was not satisfied; he must be God.  And so he "fell into condemnation".  And not alone.  Angels went with him.  And people too, some of whom I'll now mention.  


Adam and Eve.  Their minds, unlike ours, were free from error and full of knowledge.  But they couldn't stomach Anyone having knowledge they didn't have.  Not even God.  And so, they ate the forbidden fruit with the hope of becoming "like God, knowing good and evil".  Envy, it seems, may be worse than we think; it's the root of Original Sin.  


Their son Cain lived up to the example his parents set--and more.  He murdered his own brother.  Why?  John leaves no doubt: "Because his own works were evil and his brother's righteous".  Cain envied Abel.  Envy caused the first murder.  Did it die out with Cain's folly?  It didn't.    


King Saul was an envious man.  One day, the LORD gave him and his army a great victory over the Philistines.  The girls came out to greet the heroes with this song,


"Saul has slain his thousands;


And David his tens of thousands".

"From that day on, Saul eyed David".  Eyed him with envy.  


Haman plumb-near perfected envy.   He "told of his great riches, the multitude of his children, all the ways in which the king had promoted him, and how he had advanced him above the officials and servants of the king...Yet all this avails me nothing, so long as I see Mordecai the Jew sitting at the king's gate".  


Oh, how awful envy must be!  Surely no one renewed by God's Spirit could be guilty of it?  


Yes they can be.  It was attributed to Joshua (cf. Numbers 11:29).  And he was a man of great faith, courage, and integrity.  New Testament believers were also tempted to envy one another.  Paul charged the Corinthians with that sin; he warned the Romans and Galatians to beware of it. James assumed it was the cause of much "confusion and every evil work".  Even the Apostles were not free from it.  Remember their debate as to who's Number One?  With John's mother getting into to it also!  


We mustn't forget Diotrephes who "loved to have the preeminence" and resented anyone who would share it. Even an Old Companion of the Savior.  


What are the likely objects for envy?

In a word, anything.  Anything that is valued is likely to be envied too.  If garbage suddenly became "the in thing" to have, people who have a lot of it would be envied by those who don't.  


Material things are often envied.  If someone has more money or shinier things than you do, you don't like it.  That's envy.  On a large scale, envy becomes Communism or Consumerism.  The poor rise up against the rich--not to enrich themselves so much as to impoverish those wealthier than they are.  There's a song that goes...


"Tax the rich; feed the poor


Till there are rich no more".


The motive, you see, is not to eliminate poverty, but wealth.  


Our brand of envy is played to in TV commercials, in which we're made to feel badly if we don't wear the right clothes, drive the right car, or wash with the right soap.  We see others who do--and we don't like it.  


To envy others for their material goods is folly.  For they "came into the world with nothing and will surely leave it with the same".  Moreover, these things may ruin them forever, as they became  get caught in the web of covetousness, greed, worry, and the other "sorrows" that often go with having more than you need.  


This is the most obvious example, but not the only one.  And maybe not the most dangerous.  Rachel envied Leah for her children.  Leah envied Rachel for her husband's love.  Jacob envied Esau for his birthright.  What a terrible sin it is to resent others for the blessings of family!  


We can envy others for their gifts, for their graces, for their positions in the Church.   All occurred at Corinth, it seems.  And not only there.  Korah and his friends envied Aaron's priesthood. 

 Aaron and Miriam envied the place God had given their brother.  Examples multiply; pastors are notorious for envying their "more successful" brethren.  


What's so wrong with envy?

Preachers have a way of overstating their cases.  But it's hard to make envy seem worse than it is.  For all envy is selfish.  When the envious man sees what others have, he doesn't like it because--he deserves it more than they do!


Envy is also malicious.  It hates what others have and would like nothing better than to see them lose it all.  


But, worst of all, envy is rebellion against God.  If I have more than you do, it's because "God cheated you!"  And that is rebellion!  Biting the Hand that feeds you!  


How do you know if you're envious?

It's not that hard to find out--if you really want to find out.  Honesty with God and yourself will make it plain.  


Here's the easiest way to find out: Listen to yourself.  If you find yourself always critical of people who have more than you do, you can be sure that you're envious.  That's what Diotrephes did: "Prating against us with malicious words".  The word means "chattering"--snide remarks.  


What do you do about it?


I don't have the full answer to this, of course.  No one can heal you of this cancer but "The Great Physician".   But two things can be meditated on with profit.  


Remember that we're all debtors to grace alone.  If someone has more than you do--you're right--he doesn't deserve what he has.  But, then again, neither do you.  Both things material and spiritual come down "from the Father of Light".  And are given to us--not as payment for work done--but as "gifts".  


Recall the example of our Savior.  What man deserved more than He?  What man received less than He?   Yet we don't find Him raging against the rich or the powerful or the comfortable.  No!  What's He doing?  He's washing the feet of His disciples.  


"...Making Himself of no reputation, taking upon Himself the form of a servant, and becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the cross".


God forgive us our envy; God give us that "godliness with contentment which is great gain".  

